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than to its external form. His criticism of parliamentary demo-
cracy is due more to the spirit in which it is actually v;orked
than to the constitutional machinery. Gandhiji does not believe
that representative institutions are something new or unsuitable
to India, though he is against a wholesale copving of the
West.57

States in the West are only nominal democracies because
they ignore the vital requirements regarding non-violence and
purificatory discipline. Hence the mad race for armaments,
imperialism, exploitation, capitalism, political instability, poli-
tical corruption and poverty of leadership. According to
Gandhiji capitalism has, by making State intervention necessary
in economic affairs, contributed to the emergence of the all-
powerful State which makes individual freedom impossible and
is the greatest danger the world faces. The real problem today
is to devise checks and balances on such a State and to prevent
its rise.58

In Hind Swaraj Gandhiji severely criticizes the Mother of
Parliaments comparing it to a "sterile woman". It has not yet
of its own accord done a single good thing. If Parliament consists
of the best men elected by enlightened voters, it "should not
need the spur of petitions or any other pressure. Its work should
be so smooth that its effect should be more apparent day by day.
But, as a matter of fact, it is generally acknowledged that the
members are hypocritical and selfish. Each thinks of his own
little interest. It is fear that is the guiding motive."59 Besides,
Parliament is mercurial and unsteady-in its fidelity to ministers.
"Today it is under Mr. Asquith, tomorrow it may be under
Mr. Balfour."60 Another instance of Parliament's fickleness is
that there is no certainty about its decisions. "What is done
today may be undone tomorrow. It is not possible to recall a
single instance in which finality can be predicted for its work."61
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